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I hope everybody was able to enjoy some of the 

lovely weather we had over the half term break 

which was far removed from last February when 

we had the Beast from the East heading our way. 

I don’t suppose we should ‘count our chicken’s just 

yet though, as March can often hold a few nasty 

weather surprises, but we’ll enjoy the sunshine 

while it’s here! There’s lots planned in school as 

we head towards Easter so I hope you find the 

newsletter useful even though much of our news 

in now more instant through Dojo and now our Fa-

cebook page. 

 

Sentinel Report 

You may have seen the article in the Sentinel over half 
term regarding our OFSTED and that of another school.  
Of course, none of this would have been news to our 
parents who had the full report and my letter weeks 
ago but newspapers need to find stories so made one 
out of our school. I didn’t see the need to make a 
‘song and dance’ about the letter from Her Majesty’s 
Chief Inspector when I received it but did make a ref-
erence to it in my quote. However, in the interests of 
balanced reporting, you’ll find the letter in its entirety 
by following the link below. Schools are complex plac-
es and I’ve worked in several and led two as head 
teacher and also supported another as an Executive 
Head for a term when it was in difficulties. One thing 
I’ve learned, is that real and sustainable improvements 
take time, and changes will never please everyone but 
no school ever offered its pupils the best start in life by 
standing still. Thank you for your ongoing support as we 
continue to make those changes, whilst holding dear 
to our core values and ethos here at family St Luke’s. 

Link: 

https://hanleystlukes.com/wp-content/
uploads/2019/02/Letter-from-Her-Majestys-Chief-
Inspector.pdf 

 

 

 

Mrs Critchlow leads our science cur-
riculum and our STEM club and is al-
ways on the lookout for great science 
experiences. So I’m delighted to an-
nounce she has organised the Star Dome 
to come to school on 21st March for pu-
pils from Y1 to Y6 to experience the 
night sky as part of our work around 
British Science Week. However, in the 
meantime our scientists felt the news-
letter could be brightened up with a 
few science jokes so get your groan- o 
-meter out and enjoy: 

Q: Why do chemists like nitrates? 

A:  They’re cheaper than ‘day rates’! 

Q: What do you do with a sick chemist? 

A If you can’t helium, and you can’t 
curium then you might as well barium! 
(boom boom!) 

Q: Anyone know any jokes about sodium? 

A: Na.  (got to remember your school 
periodic table for this one!) 

 

https://hanleystlukes.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Letter-from-Her-Majestys-Chief-Inspector.pdf
https://hanleystlukes.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Letter-from-Her-Majestys-Chief-Inspector.pdf
https://hanleystlukes.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Letter-from-Her-Majestys-Chief-Inspector.pdf


Keepmoat Homes 

Now that the building development outside school has 

really got underway, I have met with their new community 

liaison officer, Julie Baker, to discuss a few concerns. Julie 

and her team will be coming to deliver an assembly to the 

children on Monday 4th March around health and safety 

and launching a competition around this theme. Whilst it 

is clearly a disruption for all who live and work in the area 

during the build, there should be some interesting educa-

tional links we can make nonetheless. Julie is particularly 

keen for our Y6 children to see the site first hand and learn 

about all the possible careers that the building industry 

supports so look out for more news on that shortly. 

 

 

 

 

You’ll see we have started to use our Fa-

cebook page but it will be easier for you 

to follow our news if you’ like’ our page 

so that our posts appear regularly on 

your Facebook feed. If you ‘like’ a post, 

it is possible for office staff to invite 

you to ‘like’ the page too if you’ve not al-

ready done so, so look out for this too! 

 

 

 

This year we will be supporting the Bishop’s Lent 

appeal which is focusing on the area of mental 

health and well-being which we feel is really im-

portant and effects so many people. You’ll find full 

details of the appeal by following this link. 

Bishop's Lent Appeal 2019 

 
To raise money we are going to hold a No Pens day 

again (Friday March 29th), which was really suc-

cessful last year and helped the children to focus 

on all the resources we are fortunate to have in 

school when others do not and was great fun. How-

ever, by being more creative with the teaching and 

learning for the appeal, we also aim to focus on 

areas which support good mental health in our pu-

pils, using strategies to help them in the everyday 

too. More details will follow nearer the time. 

 However, during Lent we also want to focus on 

showing ‘random acts of kindness’ and will be en-

couraging the children to try to do this over the 40 

days of Lent both at school and at home. One idea 

for home we will be encouraging children to use 

devices less- perhaps 30 minutes less on a few days 

during Lent, so that an act of kindness can be car-

ried out instead e.g. reading a story to a younger 

sibling, offering to help around the house, or simp-

ly chatting to family a little more. We think this 

also supports good mental heath so fits well with 

the theme of the appeal. We hope you’ll feel able to 

support these during the Lent appeal wherever 

you can. Again, more details will be shared over 

the Lent period. 

Dates for your Diary 
 

World Book Day       Fri 8th March  (see Dojo) 
Year 2 led Assembly      Wed 13th March 
Parent Consultation’s          11th – 20th March  
  Year 4   Mon 11th March (1-6.30pm) 
  Year 6 & RL  Tues 12th March (1-6.30pm) 
  Year 5   Wed 13th March (1-6.30pm) 
  Year 3 & RS  Thurs 14th March (1-6.30pm) 
  Year 1   Mon 18th March (1-6.30pm) 
  Year 2   Tues 19th March (1-6.30pm) 
  Nursery   Wed 20th March (3.15- 
                           5.30pm) 
Lent Appeal       Fri 29th March 
Spring Concert      Thurs 4th April – 7pm 
Reception & KS1 Easter Bonnets    Wed 10th April 
Easter Eucharist      Fri 12th April 9.00-9.30am 
School closes for Easter     Fri 12th April 

Staying Safe Online 

We know it is increasingly difficult for parents to keep up with 
what is new and popular with children online and therefore the 
risks that children may be exposed to. We are aware of children 
reporting an image known as ‘Momo’ appearing on various web 
links and applications.  If you follow these links there are really 
helpful posters aimed at supporting parents in this really chal-
lenging area.  

 https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-guides 

However good basic guidance is as follows: 

◾Ensure you know what your children can access online 

◾Ensure children understand the importance of not giving per-
sonal information to anyone they do not know 

◾Tell your children no-one has the right to make them do any-
thing they do not want to do 

◾Use parental controls to keep children safe 

If you need any further support, please contact Mrs Clough, our 
Safeguarding Officer who will be pleased to help you. 

https://www.lichfield.anglican.org/lentappeal_2019/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-guides


 

Homework: Regular Reading and Times  

Tables 

As a school we put a big focus on reading and times    

tables which is why we include these as basic homework 

expectations. Where children read regularly at home, 

we know this really helps with their progress as does regularly learning the times tables 

( using Times Tables Rocks Stars or paper format) . Currently children are rewarded for 

completing their homework with an extra playtime. However, where children are persis-

tently not reading / practising their tables regularly despite reminders then a sanction 

for not doing homework may be applied, which would generally be a missed playtime and 

lost Dojos. Clearly, sometimes family circumstances mean it’s difficult for your child to do 

their homework and we understand this. As a school we always want to work with parents 

rather than give out sanctions to children, but where there is no contact with school and 

where homework is repeatedly not completed, than sanctions 

do remain an option as children need to learn the discipline of 

following the school expectations at an age appropriate level. 

Of course, if you have any concerns about your child complet-

ing their homework regularly then, please do speak to your 

child’s class teacher who will be happy to discuss this with 

you. 


